
 

 

  

Announcement  –  31st October 2025 

 
Malabar’s expansion in the Upper Hunter Valley will create future jobs and boost 

local businesses 

Malabar Resources will deliver major employment opportunities and a significant investment boost to the 

Upper Hunter with its latest initiative “Maxwell North”.   

Malabar has finalised agreements to acquire a number of exploration and mining tenements along with c. 

3,700 hectares of land in two phases from our neighbour, BHP’s Mount Arthur Coal (MAC) mine. 

Malabar will also be accepting tailings from MAC from 2026 until their open-cut operations close in 2030. 

Under this arrangement, tailings will be safely deposited in the Maxwell’s East Void, delivering significant 

environmental benefits and improving rehabilitation outcomes for the Upper Hunter region.  

The geology at Maxwell North is very similar to Maxwell, enabling the application of proven technology and 

valuable insights from the current Maxwell Underground to develop a comparable sized operation. Maxwell 

North has the potential to create more than 300 long-term direct jobs, with many more indirect roles across 

the Hunter. 

Maxwell North builds on our successful operations in the Muswellbrook Shire and reflects our commitment to 

sustainable growth, regional investment and the transition to a low-carbon economy through underground 

mining methods focused on metallurgical coal, large-scale renewable energy projects, and the rehabilitation of 

previously mined areas for sustainable activities including solar power generation, grid-scale batteries, and 

agriculture. 

“With 98% of our team based in the Upper Hunter, we’re proud to further invest in the region through 

Maxwell North and strengthen our commitment to the community we call home,” said Wayne Seabrook, 

Executive Chairman, Malabar Resources 

Existing agricultural tenants on the land earmarked for transfer will continue their operations uninterrupted. 

As with the development and design of the Maxwell Underground Mine, we will work closely with the 

community, employees, government, and neighbouring landholders as plans for Maxwell North evolve. 

Malabar’s footprint in the Hunter already includes the: 

• The Maxwell Underground Mine; 

• Development of large-scale renewable energy projects, including the 25MW Maxwell Solar Farm and 
the 350MW Edderton Solar Farm and the recently announced large battery in partnership with 
Akaysha Energy, helping power the Hunter-Central Coast Renewable Energy Zone (REZ) and supporting 
the region’s clean energy future; and, 

• Rehabilitation of previously mined land for agriculture and renewables, including the successful 
operation of the Merton Vineyard and cattle grazing. 

 
For further information contact: info@malabarresources.com.au 


