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The origin of the Dialogue

• In 2010, a high concentration of mining activity 
in the Upper Hunter emerged.

• There was growing concern within the 
community about the cumulative impacts of 
mining on the region.

• The ABC Four Corners Report ‘A Dirty 
Business’ highlighted some negative industry 
impacts in the region.

• A whole of industry approach was needed to 
address this common issue.



The origin of the Dialogue

• A NSWMC community perception survey 
found that industry was viewed poorly by a 
wide range of stakeholders.

• A series of public forums were held in 2010 to 
better assess and understand community 
sentiment.

• The Upper Hunter Mining Dialogue (the 
Dialogue) was established in 2011 to address 
key issues identified through the forums and 
engage in meaningful and respectful 
discussions with various community members.



Initial UHMD structure

• As a result of issues identified at the 2010 public 
forums, the Dialogue was initially based around 
four thematic groups:

• Emissions & Health

• Land Management

• Water Quality

• Social Impacts and Infrastructure
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Key UHMD projects since 2011



Dialogue projects 
Land Management

● Beneficial reuse of voids project – A series of reports identified a range of 
potential post-mining land uses for Upper Hunter mine voids.

● Cattle grazing trials study – An ACARP study examining the sustainability 
and profitability of grazing cattle on rehabilitated mine land produced positive 
results and generated significant local media opportunities.

● Annual rehabilitation principles and reporting project – A yearly review of 
industry’s rehabilitation progress has improved transparency and community 
awareness.

● Mine rehabilitation booklet – This booklet is a collaborative effort with DRG to 
highlighting the regulatory framework, case studies from industry and future 
directions regarding rehabilitation in NSW.



Dialogue projects

Water
● Annual MCA Water 

Accounting Framework – A 
yearly review of water use by 
Dialogue members in the 
context of total water use in the 
Upper Hunter community.

● Hunter River Water Quality 
Study – A voluntary study by 
industry to quantify the potential 
for heavy metals concentration 
at discharge sites in the Hunter 
River. 



Dialogue projects

Emissions and Health

● Weather Forecasting Project – Each 
Dialogue member manages an extensive 
network of air quality monitoring providing 
current data supported by the Upper Hunter 
Air Quality Monitoring Network.

● Clearing the Air video – A video has been 
produced to demonstrate to community the 
steps taken by industry to minimise dust 
impacts during adverse weather events.’

● Air Quality community information 
sessions



Other Dialogue projects

Clearing The Air – Education Video

https://youtu.be/q4TojwxKVRQ

UH Air Quality Fact Sheets

https://youtu.be/q4TojwxKVRQ


2018 Dialogue realignment
• The Dialogue’s Joint Advisory and 

Industry Steering Committees met in 
February 2018 to discuss the 2017 Forum 
discussion sessions.

• Stakeholder feedback received 
demonstrated a clear need to realign the 
direction of the Dialogue’s priorities 
commensurate with stakeholder 
feedback.

• Community interest in economic development 
and diversification

• Focus on communicating Dialogue 
achievements and increasing awareness

• Targeted stakeholder engagement plan 
to re-engage with historical and new 
Dialogue stakeholders, including CCC’s.



2019 Priorities

Dialogue Steering Committees met in early 2019 to discuss the 
2018 Forum project ideas. Key projects supported include:

Economic Development, Mining & Business: 

1. Dialogue Procurement Information Hub

2. Mining procurement business events

Stakeholder Engagement & Communications: 

1. Continuing RDA Hunter STEM proposal discussions

2. Continued community engagement

3. Continued rollout of School Mine Tours Program



2019 Priorities

Emissions & Health: 

1. Analysis of UH Air Quality Monitoring Network Data

Land Management, Rehabilitation & Final Land Use: 

1. Pilot Pathway for Post-Mining Land Use

2. Seeking Information About Buffer Land in Annual Rehabilitation 
Reporting Project

3. Publishing a Beneficial Reuse of Voids project summary document

4. Investigating Availability of Long-Term Void Water Quality Information

Water Quality and Stewardship:

1. Seeking Contextual Information from Industry Regarding Water 
Stewardship initiatives

.



Summary

The Dialogue continues to evolve and has developed into a 

genuine platform for collaborative engagement in the Upper 

Hunter. The Dialogue promotes collaboration between the 

industry, local government, businesses, research and 

educational institutions, various interest groups and the 

community to address key issues impacting the Upper Hunter 

communities. 

The Dialogue has successfully turned simple ideas raised in 

respectful discussions into tangible outcomes for the 

community.  We acknowledge the commitment by all parties in 

helping the Dialogue function, in particular our community 

members. 



More information

Dialogue website:

www.miningdialogue.com.au 

Facebook Page:

www.facebook.com/UPPERHUN
TERMININGDIALOGUE 

2019 Forum Save 
the Date:

Tuesday 19 
November 2019

Singleton Civic 
Centre


