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THE SPUR HILL UNDERGROUND COKING COAL PROJECT
The Spur Hill Underground Coking Coal Project
(Project) is a proposed underground mine near
Denman in the Upper Hunter Valley. This newsletter
provides an overview of the current status of the
Project and its approval process.
The Project has a proposed mine life of up to
25 years, and involves mining up to 8 Mtpa of
run-of-mine (ROM or pre-processed) coal.
The proposed underground mining area is located
entirely within Exploration Licence (EL) 7429.
If approved, the Project will create around 300
permanent job opportunities, and bring a
range of economic benefits to the local area.

The Project is exclusively an underground mining
operation, allowing the impacts on the environment
and the community to be significantly reduced.
The Project does not include any open cut mining.
Our management team is committed to providing
regular and accurate information about the Project
to the community. We welcome your feedback
and questions.
We are also actively contributing to the local
community, and have provided donations and
sponsorships to many local organisations and events
(see www.spurhillunderground.com.au/community).

COMMUNITY INFORMATION
SESSION
Spur Hill Management will be holding a
Community Information Session at the
Merton Vineyard to discuss the Spur Hill
Underground Coking Coal Project.
All members of the local community with an
interest in the Project are welcome to attend.
The information session is an opportunity
to learn more about the Project and how we
will be designing the mine plan to manage
impacts on current land uses.
Spur Hill Management representatives
involved in the preparation of the
Environmental Impact Statement will be
available for one-on-one discussions.

WHAT ARE THE ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSESSMENT REQUIREMENTS?

KEY INFORMATION

The NSW Department of Planning & Environment issued

Location |
Merton Vineyard,
5052 Golden Highway
(Jerrys Plains Road), Denman

Environmental Assessment Requirements (EARs) for the

When |
Wed 8 October, 3.30 pm – 7.00 pm

(www.spurhillunderground.com.au).

For further information, please contact
Graeme Booth (contact details on last page).

We are currently preparing our EIS with recognised

Project in July 2014. The EARs set out the matters that
we will address in the Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS). The EARs are accessible on the Project website

experts to provide a comprehensive understanding
of the environmental, social and economic
effects of the Project.
The EIS will be prepared in consultation with the
community, relevant State, Federal and Local government
agencies and other relevant stakeholders. The NSW
Department of Planning & Environment will place the
EIS on public exhibition when it has been submitted.
Studies underway include: ecological; cultural heritage;
surface water; road transport and air quality studies.

ABOUT US

The Project is a joint venture between Malabar Coal Limited (Malabar), an ASX listed company, and Spur Hill U.T.
Pty Ltd. Malabar manages the Project via Spur Hill Management Pty Ltd (SHM).
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HOW THE PROJECT WILL BE ASSESSED
The Project is classified as a State Significant Development, meaning that the NSW Minister for
Planning, or the Planning Assessment Commission (under delegation) will assess the Project
and make a determination.
NSW legislation provides that this assessment process for the Project is done in accordance with
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. The flow chart below provides a summary
of the key steps involved in the process.
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WHAT IS INVOLVED IN THE PROJECT PROPOSAL?
The Project would include the following key components:
•

underground longwall mining from a number of seams;

•

development of a mine infrastructure area and
a coal handling and preparation plant;

•

development of ventilation and gas drainage
infrastructure to maintain a safe working environment;

•

construction and operation of transportation infrastructure,
including a train load-out facility, rail spur and loop; and

•

other associated facilities including, plant and equipment for
surface monitoring, water management
infrastructure, plus rehabilitation.

COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE
A Community Consultative Committee (CCC) with an independent
chairperson appointed by the NSW Minister for Resources and Energy
has been established for the Project.
The first CCC meeting was held in July 2014. Presentations and
draft minutes from the meeting are available on the Project website.
The next CCC meeting is scheduled for September and updates will
continue to be provided on the website.

MERTON VINEYARD
The Spur Hill Project owns the
‘Merton Vineyard’ located on
Jerrys Plains Road.
We have undertaken significant improvements at the vineyard aimed
at returning the existing vines to full productivity, including grafting
new grape varieties on existing root stock.
The winery and cellar door is licensed to Atsuko Radcliffe, an experienced
and highly regarded winemaker who has been working in local wineries for
many years. Atsuko has recently released the first vintage under the label
Small Forest. Details on the Small Forest label and the cellar door
are available at smallforest.com.au/.

HAVE YOUR SAY
We are committed to undertaking extensive
consultation with the community, local
landholders and other stakeholders to address
environmental, economic and social concerns.
For further information please contact:

MINING LEASE APPLICATIONS
We have recently lodged Mining Lease Applications for the underground
mining area and mine infrastructure area for the Spur Hill Underground
Coking Coal Project.
Mining Leases cannot be granted by the Minister for Resources and Energy
until the environmental assessment process has been completed and a
Development Consent has been issued. If granted, the Mining Leases will
include conditions regarding rehabilitation and environmental performance.
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Graeme Booth
Project Director, Spur Hill Management
Email: gbooth@spurhill.com.au
Website: www.spurhillunderground.com.au

