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The Spur Hill Underground Coking Coal 

Project (Project) is a proposed underground 

coal mine located near Denman in the Upper 

Hunter Valley. This newsletter provides an 

overview of the current status of the  

Project and the approval process  

that will be followed.

The Project has a proposed mine life of  

up to 25 years, and involves mining 

up to 8Mtpa of run-of-mine (ROM or 

pre-processed) coal.  The proposed 

underground mining area is located  

entirely within Exploration Licence (EL) 7429.

If approved, the Project will create job 

opportunities for around 300 employees 

when operations are established,  

and bring a range of economic  

benefits to the local area. 

The NSW Government’s Gateway Panel is 

currently assessing the Project. Following 

the delivery of a Gateway Certificate we will 

prepare a detailed Environmental Impact 

Statement (EIS). The EIS when finalised will 

go on public exhibition, giving you a chance 

to see and make comment on our proposal.

Our management team is committed to 

providing regular and accurate information 

about the Project to the community.  

We welcome your feedback and questions 

about the Project. We are also actively 

contributing to the local community, and 

have provided donations and sponsorships 

to many local organisations and events. 

WHAT IS INVOLVED IN THE PROJECT PROPOSAL? 
The Project would include the following key components:

•	 Underground	longwall	mining	from	a	number	of	seams;	

•	 Development	of	a	mine	infrastructure	area	and	 
	 a	coal	handling	and	preparation	plant;

•	 Development	of	ventilation	and	gas	drainage		 	
	 infrastructure	to	maintain	a	safe	working	environment;

•	 Construction	and	operation	of	transportation		 	
 infrastructure, including a train load-out facility,  
	 rail	spur	and	loop;	and

•	 Other	associated	facilities	including,	plant	and		 	
 equipment for surface monitoring, water  
 management infrastructure, plus rehabilitation. 

WHY AN UNDERGROUND MINE?
The Project is exclusively an underground mining operation, 

allowing the impacts on the environment and the community to 

be significantly reduced. The Project does not include any open 

cut mining. In comparison to an open cut mine, an underground 

mine:

•	 Significantly	reduces	the	effects	on	visual	amenity;

•	 Leaves	no	final	hole	or	void	at	the	end	of	the	project;

•	 Produces	significantly	less	noise;

•	 Ensures	that	air	quality	and	dust	concerns	are		 	
	 mitigated;	and

•	 Minimises	disruption	to	local	agriculture.

INTRODUCING THE SPUR HILL  
UNDERGROUND COKING  
COAL PROJECT

ABOUT US  
The Project is a joint venture between Malabar Coal Limited (Malabar), an ASX listed company, and Spur Hill U.T. 
Pty Ltd.  Malabar manages the Project via Spur Hill Management Pty Ltd (SHM). 
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HOW THE PROJECT WILL BE ASSESSED 

The Project is classified as a State Significant Development, meaning that the NSW Minister for 

Planning and Infrastructure, or the Planning Assessment Commission (under delegation) will  

assess the Project and make a determination. 

NSW legislation provides that this assessment process for the Project is done in accordance with  

the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. The flow chart below provides a summary  

of the key steps involved in the process.
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OUR COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

A Community Consultative Committee (CCC) with an independent 
chairperson appointed by the NSW Minister for Resources and Energy 
is being established for the Project.  The CCC will provide a forum for 
addressing community concerns and to facilitate communication between 
the community and ourselves. The CCC will be kept informed on the 
status the Project, and minutes of all CCC meetings will be made publicly 
available on the Project website.

Additional on-going community consultation for the Project will include: 
information leaflets (such as this), meetings with individual landholders  
and interested parties and sharing information on the Project website.

COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTIONS 

We are committed to positively contributing to the local community and 
have provided donations and sponsorships to many local organisations 
and events. 

Our long-term community contributions plan will expand as the Project 
develops. Community groups focussed on providing benefits to the 
community or environment in the Upper Hunter can contact us for  
further details. 

CURRENT GATEWAY ASSESSMENT  
OF THE SPUR HILL UNDERGROUND  
COKING COAL PROJECT 

In December 2013, we lodged an application for a Gateway Certificate 
(Gateway Application) to the NSW Government. The Gateway Panel 
considers projects at a very early stage before a development application 
and EIS are lodged.  

The Gateway Application is currently being assessed by the Gateway 
Panel for potential impacts of the Project on “strategic agricultural land” 
and its associated water resources.  The supporting documentation to the 
Gateway Application focuses specifically on those areas of interest to the 
Gateway Panel.

The Gateway Panel undertakes its assessment in accordance with criteria 
outlined in legislation. In particular, the Panel looks at how the Project 
affects prime agricultural land, or biophysical strategic agricultural land 
(known as “BSAL”), the equine industry and the viticulture industry.  

The Gateway Panel will make recommendations, through the issuing of a 
Gateway Certificate, which must be considered by us when preparing the 
full Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Project.

The EIS will be prepared by recognised experts to provide a comprehensive 
understanding of the environmental, social and economic effects of the 
Project. The EIS will be prepared in consultation with the community, 
relevant State, Federal and Local government agencies and other relevant 
stakeholders and will go on public exhibition when it has been submitted.

HAVE YOUR SAY 
We are committed to undertaking 
extensive consultation with the community, 
local land holders and other stakeholders 
to address environmental, economic and 
social concerns. 

For further information please contact:

Graeme Booth

Commercial Manager, Spur Hill 
Management

Email: gbooth@spurhill.com.au 

Website: www.spurhillunderground.com.au  

.


