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The Maxwell 
Underground Project 

The Maxwell Underground Project is an 
underground coal mining proposal located 
east-southeast of Denman and south-southwest 
of Muswellbrook in the Hunter Valley. 

Who we are
The Maxwell Underground Project is being developed by Malabar Coal 
- an independent, Australian-owned company based in the Hunter. We 
are trusted experts in underground mining.

About the Maxwell Underground Project
The Maxwell Project is an underground mining proposal that will 
produce high quality coals with at least 75% capable of being used in 
the making of steel.

The Project has been shaped by more than six years of engagement 
with the local community. Based on the understanding that we must 
co-exist with other local industries and activities, we have committed 
to developing the Maxwell Project as an underground mine. 

An underground only mine requires a small surface opening to access 
the coal as all mining activity occurs below ground level. This translates 
to	signifi	cantly	reduced	impacts	when	compared	to	an	open	cut	mine,	
including decreased dust generation, minimal lighting, lower noise and 
the absence of operational blasting.

The Environmental Impact Statement for the Maxwell Project has 
been developed by recognised experts to provide a comprehensive 
understanding of potential environmental and social impacts. The EIS 
includes	studies	to	determine	the	predicted	eff	ects	of	mining	on	the	
environment and local community, such as:

•	 Changes to the land surface above the underground mining area.

•	 Impact	of	mining	activities	on	groundwater	and	water	fl	ows.

•	 Any impacts of surface disturbance, such as changes in the 
agricultural resource.

•	 Clearing	impacts	on	fl	ora	and	fauna	and	Aboriginal	cultural	
heritage. 

•	 Noise and air quality.

•	 The social and economic impact. 

These detailed studies demonstrate that the Project can proceed safely 
with minimal and manageable impacts on the local environment.
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Have your say
Once the Maxwell Project EIS goes on public display, members of the community will be able to lodge 
a submission outlining their view of the Project.
Submissions will be accepted by the NSW Government during the exhibition period:

•	 Online at https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/project/10151
•	 By post at Planning and Assessment, Department of Planning, Industry and Environment, GPO 
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A community-minded approach
Since Malabar announced its plan to acquire the Maxwell 
Project in early 2017, we have hosted community information 
sessions, consulted local community groups, met regularly with 
our Community Consultative Committees, engaged directly with 
representatives of the Aboriginal community, met with stakeholders 
on-site, and distributed community newsletters. 

This has helped us design a project that can comfortably co-exist with 
the Upper Hunter community.

•	 The mine will be an underground operation, designed to limit 
noise, dust and visual impacts.

•	 We have carefully placed the mine entry for the Maxwell Project 
in a valley 5km north of the Golden Highway behind a ridge line. 
This means it cannot be seen from the Highway or the local 
horse studs.

•	 Access to the mine entry will be via Thomas Mitchel Drive, 
reducing any impact on the local rural and tourist road networks. 

•	 We will use existing mine infrastructure for coal processing and 
train loading – Maxwell Infrastructure – however this will result 
in	no	significant	changes	in	noise	or	air	quality	impacts	for	our	
neighbours north of Thomas Mitchell Drive. 

•	 We will only mine below freehold land we own. We voluntarily 
relinquished the exploration licence beneath and south of the 
Golden Highway.

Local benefits 

The Maxwell Underground Project will generate significant economic 
and social benefits:

•	  Development of a skilled local workforce through Malabar’s 
proposed focus on local employment along with substantial 
recruitment from outside of the underground mining sector. 

• Better rehabilitation outcomes

•	  Maxwell will deliver about 350 new, direct, long-term jobs into 
the region and many more indirect jobs. This will provide a real 
boost for the local economy, keeping families and young people 
in the region.

•	  These jobs will generate $55 million in wages delivered into the 
local economy each year.

•	  Maxwell is expected to generate $500 million to 700 million 
annually in export income1 for NSW.

•	  Maxwell will generate $1 billion to 1.25 billion of royalties, 
taxes and council rates2 for the NSW State Government over 
the initial 26 years of the project, providing funds for hospitals, 
schools and regional infrastructure.

•	  During construction and once mining begins,  
the project will support local businesses and suppliers.

1. Figures subject to coal prices. 2. Ibid.


