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A bit about myself…

My name is Donna McLaughlin and I’m the Health, Safety, Environment and 

Community Manager for Malabar Resources.

I’ve been working for Malabar for over two and a half years.

I’ve worked in the NSW mining industry for the last 12 years, in both site based 

and consultant roles.

I grew up in the Hunter Region and went to the University of Newcastle and 

completed a Bachelor of Environmental Science. I live in the local community 

with my husband and two young children and I’m based on site at the former 

Drayton Mine site (now known as Maxwell Infrastructure).

I’m here today to talk about the Maxwell Underground Project, in particular the 

community support for the Project and provide an update on the rehabilitation 

activities at the Maxwell Infrastructure site.
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Introduction
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The community perspective

Malabar is continuing to foster relationships in the local communities. 

✓ At Malabar, we know that we must co-exist with the local community and other local industries.

✓ We value community feedback and have incorporated this into the development of the Maxwell 

Underground Project. 

✓ This has resulted in the strong and positive community response to the public exhibition of our 

Maxwell Underground Project EIS.

✓ We believe this project strikes the right balance between creating jobs and opportunities for the 

local communities while minimising environmental impacts.

Supports
146

Objects
39

Comments
2

Supports
32

Objects
12

A total of 187 submissions 

were received from 

members of the public with 

146 of the submissions 

supporting the Project. 

A total of 44 submissions 

were received from 

organisations with 32 of the 

submission supporting the 

Project.
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The Project is likely to have the following 
benefits and opportunities:

✓ An underground mine has the ability to co-exist 

with other land users.

✓ Agricultural activities can continue on Malabar-

owned land above the underground mining areas.

✓ The Project creates local employment and local 

supplier opportunities.

✓ The Project involves the reuse of substantial 

existing infrastructure at the Maxwell 

Infrastructure site.

✓ Substantial community investment through a 

planning agreement with local council and the 

Malabar Community Sponsorship Program.

3

Project benefits and opportunities
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Supporting our local community

Malabar is an active member of the local community. 

We provide ongoing support for local business and community groups. 
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Defibrillators for the local community

✓ Malabar donated defibrillators to 
organisations within the local 
community:

✓ Upper Hunter Riding for the 
Disabled

✓ Wanaruah Local Aboriginal 
Land Council

✓ Denman and District 
Development Association

✓ Defibrillators are devices that 
restore a normal heat beat by 
sending an electric pulse to the 
heart.
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Sensory garden for local primary school

✓ Malabar fully funded 
and installed a 
sensory Garden at 
Muswellbrook Public 
School. 

✓ The garden included 
plants and materials 
with different textures, 
shapes, colours, 
scents and heights. 
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Cultural Camp for Indigenous Youth

✓ Malabar partnered with Wakagetti 
Indigenous Corporation to sponsor a 
three-day camp for young indigenous men 
living in the Hunter Valley. The camp was 
fully funded by Malabar.

✓ The camp provided an opportunity for 
participants to learn about cultural 
wellbeing through dance, story and art 
and explore cultural identity, connection to 
country, empowerment and leadership. 
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Hampers for Calvary Muswellbrook

✓ Malabar donated three 
large hampers to 
residents at the Calvary 
Muswellbrook Community

✓ The hampers included 
items such as cards, 
board games and 
puzzles, handcraft 
activities, personal care 
products and writing sets
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Youth Mental Health First Aid

✓ Malabar partnered with local not-for-
profit organisation ‘Where There’s a Will’ 
to provide youth mental health first aid 
training in Muswellbrook. The training 
was fully funded by Malabar. 

“As a secondary teacher where we use positive 

education practice, this course was a great in 

that it covered how to help and support youth 

during times of trauma and crisis, as well as 

times when they are feeling out of control or 

overwhelmed or maybe becoming overwhelmed.”

“Even though I had done this course 3 years ago; 

I am so glad I did it again as it reminds you of the 

wording and strengthens your ability to handle 

difficult situations. I feel more confident in saying 

the right things now.”

“Great course, very informative and very relevant 

to the issues we see in the world today.”
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Merton Vineyard

✓ Malabar owns the Merton 

Vineyard which is 

located north east of Denman 

and south west of 

Muswellbrook.

✓ The vineyard comprises of 

high-quality Chardonnay, 

Shiraz and Verdelho varieties 

of varying ages. 

✓ The vineyard has supplied 

local winemakers with 

produce over several years 

and proudly supports Small 

Forest Wines who lease the 

Cellar Door from Malabar.

Malabar has worked with a Viticulturist to improve the quality of the fruit at Merton 
Vineyard.
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Malabar has developed specific techniques to rehabilitate the Maxwell Infrastructure site.

✓ Malabar commenced rehabilitation within a week 

of taking control of the site.

✓ Undertook a gap analysis of existing rehabilitation 

against proposed final vegetation communities.

✓ In consultation with an Agronomist and Ecologist, 

reviewed the pasture and woodland seed mixes to 

target species likely to occur in the area and under 

these conditions.

✓ Introduced the application of gypsum and the use 

of soil ameliorants such as biosolids and compost.

✓ Incorporated dams and natural drainage lines on 

rehabilitation.

Rehabilitation techniques
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Our overall objectives include:

✓ Creating a safe and stable landform that is 

compatible with the surrounding landscape. 

✓ Creating a landform that is capable of a 

productive land use that achieves the 

nominated land capability.

✓ Establishing vegetation that is self-

sustaining and provides a sustainable 

habitat for local fauna and successive flora 

species.

✓ Creating a landform that enhances the local 

and regional habitat corridors.

✓ Developing land uses that are sustainable 

and benefit the future use of the site for the 

local community.

12

Rehabilitation objectives
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Rehabilitation outcomes

There are over 2075 acres of pasture and woodland rehabilitation.

Over the last two and a half years:

✓ We completed over 439 acres of rehabilitation.

✓ We commenced a cattle grazing trial and a native grass trial 

on mine rehabilitation. 

✓ We have planted over 60,000 trees in our woodland corridor.

✓ We improved soil nutrients through the use soil ameliorants.

✓ We developed fit-for-purpose drainage and installed nine 

rock structures to assist with water management.

✓ We have undertaken targeted weed management activities on 

rehabilitation.

✓ We have undertaken remedial work on an area that was 

rehabilitated in 2016 to improve drainage and vegetation 

growth.



THANK YOU


