
Background
Maxwell Ventures, a wholly owned subsidiary of Malabar 
Resources, is seeking a minor modification to the development 
consent for the Antiene Rail Spur (DA 106-04-00). The Antiene 
Rail Spur is a rail line servicing the newly operational Maxwell 
Underground Mine (Maxwell Mine) and the existing Mt Arthur 
Mine. It was originally commissioned in 1983 for the former 
Drayton Mine.

Maxwell Mine is an underground mining operation owned by 
Maxwell Ventures, located in the Upper Hunter Valley of NSW. 

Maxwell Mine is approved to operate for 26 years producing 
high quality coals, with at least 75% capable of being used 
in the making of steel with the balance suitable for use in 
new-generation High Efficiency, Low Emissions (HELE) 
power generators. It was granted approval by the NSW 
Independent Planning Commission in December 2020 and 
by the Australian Government in March 2021.

Maxwell is seeking to modify the development consent for 
the Antiene Rail Spur (DA 106-04-00) under section 4.55(2) of 
the NSW Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979.

Overview of modification
The Modification is located partially within and to the north 
of the Maxwell Mine’s existing infrastructure.

The objective of the Modification is to extend the operation 
of the Antiene Rail Spur to align with the approved 
operating life of the Maxwell Mine (i.e. until 2047).

The proposed alteration would not change any of the 
following key components of the existing development 
consent for the Antiene Rail Spur: 
• Maximum annual transportation limits; 
• Maximum train movement limits; 
• Transport noise criterion; 
• General infrastructure;
• Workforce; and 
• Hours of operation.

The Modification also does not propose an increase to surface 
disturbance. As a result, it is considered the Modification 
would be ‘substantially the same’ as the existing approved 
Antiene Rail Spur Development Consent (DA 106-04-00).

Antiene Rail Spur  
Life extension modification

!

!

!

!

!

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

"J

"J

"J

"J

"J

GLENNIES CREEK
POWER STATION

REDBANK
POWER STATION

GLENBAWN
POWER STATION

LIDDELL
POWER STATION

BAYSWATER
POWER STATION

Pu
tty

Roa
d

OldGoorangoola Road

Gundy Ro ad

Hebde n Road

Denman Road

Road

Sandy Cree k R
oa

d

Ka yuga Road

Martindale
Ro ad

BunnanRoad

Wallaby Scrub Road

Castlerock Road

Nandowra Road

Glenn ies Cree
k Road

Halls Road

Wybong Road

Lem
ing

ton
Roa

d

Jones ReserveRoad

BureenRoad

HIGHWAY

Alban o R oad

Thomas Mitchell Drive

Bengalla
Road

GOLDEN

(Jerrys Plains Road)

Edderton

SCONE

HU
NTERRIVER

DARTBROOK 

HUNTER 

NEW
ENGLAND HIGHWAY

MOUNT THORLEY

Brook

UNITED

GOLDEN HIGHWAY
MERR

IWA   
 

 NORTHERN

Creek

MT PLEASANT

RAILWAY

MAXWELL
UNDERGROUND

Jerrys Plains

Ravensworth

Dangarfield

Kayuga

Satur

McDougalls Hill
Hunterview

Bulga

MOUNT THORLEY

HU N TE R
RIVE R

G
OULBURN

Creek

Bowm an
s

Cr
ee

k

HUNT ER RI V ER

MAIN

RAILWAY

 NORTHERN
MAIN

HIGHWAY

NEW   ENGLAND

MAXWELL
INFRASTRUCTURE

BAYSWATER
ASH DAM

Muscle C reek Road

RIV
ER

HUNTER VALLEY
OPERATIONS

NORTH

ANTIENE
RAIL SPUR

ABERDEEN

MUSWELLBROOK

DENMAN

SINGLETON

Lake Glenbawn
Water Supply Reserve

Ravensworth
State Forest

Lake
Glenbawn

Lake
Liddell

LIDDELL
ASH DAM

Bayswater-Liddell
Freshwater

Dam

Plashett
Reservoir

UPPER HUNTER
SHIRE COUNCIL

MUSWELLBROOK
SHIRE COUNCIL

SINGLETON
COUNCIL

ASHTON

BENGALLA

GLENDELL

HUNTER VALLEY
OPERATIONS

SOUTH

RIX'S CREEK
NORTH

INTEGRA

LIDDELL

MANGOOLA

MT ARTHUR

MOUNT OWEN

MUSWELLBROOK

RAVENSWORTH
EAST

RAVENSWORTH
OPERATIONS

RAVENSWORTH UG

RIX'S CREEK

WAMBO

WARKWORTH

Glennies

PA
GESWybong

Saddl ers Creek

Pa
rn

ell
s Creek

Rouchel Brook

Kingdon
Ponds

W
ollombi

RIVER

RIVER

NEW
EN GL AND

HIGHWAY

Appletree
Aboriginal Area

Manobalai
Nature Reserve

Scone Mountain
National Park

Wollemi National Park

Wollemi National Park

Woolooma
National Park

BULGA

BALLOON
LOOP

RAILWAY

MUSW
ELL

BROOK 

SPUR HILL

275000

27
50

00

300000

30
00

00

325000

32
50

00

6400000 6400000

6425000 6425000

6450000 6450000

Regional Location

Figure 1

SH
M-

20
-0

4 M
OD

 An
tie

ne
_R

ep
ort

_2
01

A

0 10

Kilometres

±
GDA 1994 MGA Zone 56

!

!

!

!

ANTIENE
RAIL SPUR

!

SYDNEY

NEW  SOUTH  WALES

QUEENSLAND

VICTORIA

ACT

NEWCASTLE

MUSWELLBROOK

SINGLETON AN T I E N E  R A I L  S P U R  M O D I F I C A T I O N

LEGEND
B Mining Operation
B Proposed Mining Operation

Railway
Local Government Boundary
State Forest
National Parks and Wildlife Service Estate
Mining and Coal Lease Boundary
Indicative Extent of Underground Development

Source: NSW Spatial Services (2023)

!

!

!

!

!

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

"J

"J

"J

"J

"J

GLENNIES CREEK
POWER STATION

REDBANK
POWER STATION

GLENBAWN
POWER STATION

LIDDELL
POWER STATION

BAYSWATER
POWER STATION

Pu
tty

Roa
d

OldGoorangoola Road

Gundy Ro ad

Hebde n Road

Denman Road

Road

Sandy Cree k R
oa

d

Ka yuga Road

Martindale
Ro ad

BunnanRoad

Wallaby Scrub Road

Castlerock Road
Nandowra Road

Glenn ies Cree
k Road

Halls Road

Wybong Road

Lem
ing

ton
Roa

d

Jones ReserveRoad

BureenRoad

HIGHWAY

Alban o R oad

Thomas Mitchell Drive

Bengalla
Road

GOLDEN

(Jerrys Plains Road)

Edderton

SCONE

HU
NTERRIVER

DARTBROOK 

HUNTER 

NEW
ENGLAND HIGHWAY

MOUNT THORLEY

Brook

UNITED

GOLDEN HIGHWAY
MERR

IWA   
 

 NORTHERN

Creek

MT PLEASANT

RAILWAY

MAXWELL
UNDERGROUND

Jerrys Plains

Ravensworth

Dangarfield

Kayuga

Satur

McDougalls Hill
Hunterview

Bulga

MOUNT THORLEY

HU N TE R
RIVE R

G
OULBURN

Creek

Bowm an
s

Cr
ee

k

HUNT ER RI V ER

MAIN

RAILWAY

 NORTHERN
MAIN

HIGHWAY

NEW   ENGLAND

MAXWELL
INFRASTRUCTURE

BAYSWATER
ASH DAM

Muscle C reek Road

RIV
ER

HUNTER VALLEY
OPERATIONS

NORTH

ANTIENE
RAIL SPUR

ABERDEEN

MUSWELLBROOK

DENMAN

SINGLETON

Lake Glenbawn
Water Supply Reserve

Ravensworth
State Forest

Lake
Glenbawn

Lake
Liddell

LIDDELL
ASH DAM

Bayswater-Liddell
Freshwater

Dam

Plashett
Reservoir

UPPER HUNTER
SHIRE COUNCIL

MUSWELLBROOK
SHIRE COUNCIL

SINGLETON
COUNCIL

ASHTON

BENGALLA

GLENDELL

HUNTER VALLEY
OPERATIONS

SOUTH

RIX'S CREEK
NORTH

INTEGRA

LIDDELL

MANGOOLA

MT ARTHUR

MOUNT OWEN

MUSWELLBROOK

RAVENSWORTH
EAST

RAVENSWORTH
OPERATIONS

RAVENSWORTH UG

RIX'S CREEK

WAMBO

WARKWORTH

Glennies

PA
GESWybong

Saddl ers Creek

Pa
rn

ell
s Creek

Rouchel Brook

Kingdon
Ponds

W
ollombi

RIVER

RIVER

NEW
EN GL AND

HIGHWAY

Appletree
Aboriginal Area

Manobalai
Nature Reserve

Scone Mountain
National Park

Wollemi National Park

Wollemi National Park

Woolooma
National Park

BULGA

BALLOON
LOOP

RAILWAY

MUSW
ELL

BROOK 

SPUR HILL
275000

27
50

00

300000

30
00

00

325000

32
50

00

6400000 6400000

6425000 6425000

6450000 6450000

Regional Location

Figure 1

SH
M-

20
-0

4 M
OD

 An
tie

ne
_R

ep
ort

_2
01

A

0 10

Kilometres

±
GDA 1994 MGA Zone 56

!

!

!

!

ANTIENE
RAIL SPUR

!

SYDNEY

NEW  SOUTH  WALES

QUEENSLAND

VICTORIA

ACT

NEWCASTLE

MUSWELLBROOK

SINGLETON AN T I E N E  R A I L  S P U R  M O D I F I C A T I O N

LEGEND
B Mining Operation
B Proposed Mining Operation

Railway
Local Government Boundary
State Forest
National Parks and Wildlife Service Estate
Mining and Coal Lease Boundary
Indicative Extent of Underground Development

Source: NSW Spatial Services (2023)

!

!

!

!

!

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

"J

"J

"J

"J

"J

GLENNIES CREEK
POWER STATION

REDBANK
POWER STATION

GLENBAWN
POWER STATION

LIDDELL
POWER STATION

BAYSWATER
POWER STATION

Pu
tty

Roa
d

OldGoorangoola Road

Gundy Ro ad

Hebde n Road

Denman Road

Road

Sandy Cree k R
oa

d

Ka yuga Road

Martindale
Ro ad

BunnanRoad

Wallaby Scrub Road

Castlerock Road

Nandowra Road

Glenn ies Cree
k Road

Halls Road

Wybong Road

Lem
ing

ton
Roa

d

Jones ReserveRoad

BureenRoad

HIGHWAY

Alban o R oad

Thomas Mitchell Drive

Bengalla
Road

GOLDEN

(Jerrys Plains Road)

Edderton

SCONE

HU
NTERRIVER

DARTBROOK 

HUNTER 

NEW
ENGLAND HIGHWAY

MOUNT THORLEY

Brook

UNITED

GOLDEN HIGHWAY
MERR

IWA   
 

 NORTHERN

Creek

MT PLEASANT

RAILWAY

MAXWELL
UNDERGROUND

Jerrys Plains

Ravensworth

Dangarfield

Kayuga

Satur

McDougalls Hill
Hunterview

Bulga

MOUNT THORLEY

HU N TE R
RIVE R

G
OULBURN

Creek
Bowm an

s
Cr

ee
k

HUNT ER RI V ER

MAIN

RAILWAY

 NORTHERN
MAIN

HIGHWAY

NEW   ENGLAND

MAXWELL
INFRASTRUCTURE

BAYSWATER
ASH DAM

Muscle C reek Road

RIV
ER

HUNTER VALLEY
OPERATIONS

NORTH

ANTIENE
RAIL SPUR

ABERDEEN

MUSWELLBROOK

DENMAN

SINGLETON

Lake Glenbawn
Water Supply Reserve

Ravensworth
State Forest

Lake
Glenbawn

Lake
Liddell

LIDDELL
ASH DAM

Bayswater-Liddell
Freshwater

Dam

Plashett
Reservoir

UPPER HUNTER
SHIRE COUNCIL

MUSWELLBROOK
SHIRE COUNCIL

SINGLETON
COUNCIL

ASHTON

BENGALLA

GLENDELL

HUNTER VALLEY
OPERATIONS

SOUTH

RIX'S CREEK
NORTH

INTEGRA

LIDDELL

MANGOOLA

MT ARTHUR

MOUNT OWEN

MUSWELLBROOK

RAVENSWORTH
EAST

RAVENSWORTH
OPERATIONS

RAVENSWORTH UG

RIX'S CREEK

WAMBO

WARKWORTH

Glennies

PA
GESWybong

Saddl ers Creek

Pa
rn

ell
s Creek

Rouchel Brook

Kingdon
Ponds

W
ollombi

RIVER

RIVER

NEW
EN GL AND

HIGHWAY

Appletree
Aboriginal Area

Manobalai
Nature Reserve

Scone Mountain
National Park

Wollemi National Park

Wollemi National Park

Woolooma
National Park

BULGA

BALLOON
LOOP

RAILWAY

MUSW
ELL

BROOK 

SPUR HILL

275000

27
50

00

300000

30
00

00

325000

32
50

00

6400000 6400000

6425000 6425000

6450000 6450000

Regional Location

Figure 1

SH
M-

20
-0

4 M
OD

 An
tie

ne
_R

ep
ort

_2
01

A

0 10

Kilometres

±
GDA 1994 MGA Zone 56

!

!

!

!

ANTIENE
RAIL SPUR

!

SYDNEY

NEW  SOUTH  WALES

QUEENSLAND

VICTORIA

ACT

NEWCASTLE

MUSWELLBROOK

SINGLETON AN T I E N E  R A I L  S P U R  M O D I F I C A T I O N

LEGEND
B Mining Operation
B Proposed Mining Operation

Railway
Local Government Boundary
State Forest
National Parks and Wildlife Service Estate
Mining and Coal Lease Boundary
Indicative Extent of Underground Development

Source: NSW Spatial Services (2023)

!

!

!

!

!

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

"J

"J

"J

"J

"J

GLENNIES CREEK
POWER STATION

REDBANK
POWER STATION

GLENBAWN
POWER STATION

LIDDELL
POWER STATION

BAYSWATER
POWER STATION

Pu
tty

Roa
d

OldGoorangoola Road

Gundy Ro ad

Hebde n Road

Denman Road
Road

Sandy Cree k R
oa

d

Ka yuga Road

Martindale
Ro ad

BunnanRoad

Wallaby Scrub Road

Castlerock Road

Nandowra Road

Glenn ies Cree
k Road

Halls Road

Wybong Road

Lem
ing

ton
Roa

d

Jones ReserveRoad

BureenRoad

HIGHWAY

Alban o R oad

Thomas Mitchell Drive
Bengalla

Road

GOLDEN

(Jerrys Plains Road)

Edderton

SCONE

HU
NTERRIVER

DARTBROOK 

HUNTER 

NEW
ENGLAND HIGHWAY

MOUNT THORLEY

Brook

UNITED

GOLDEN HIGHWAY
MERR

IWA   
 

 NORTHERN

Creek

MT PLEASANT

RAILWAY

MAXWELL
UNDERGROUND

Jerrys Plains

Ravensworth

Dangarfield

Kayuga

Satur

McDougalls Hill
Hunterview

Bulga

MOUNT THORLEY

HU N TE R
RIVE R

G
OULBURN

Creek

Bowm an
s

Cr
ee

k

HUNT ER RI V ER

MAIN

RAILWAY

 NORTHERN
MAIN

HIGHWAY

NEW   ENGLAND

MAXWELL
INFRASTRUCTURE

BAYSWATER
ASH DAM

Muscle C reek Road

RIV
ER

HUNTER VALLEY
OPERATIONS

NORTH

ANTIENE
RAIL SPUR

ABERDEEN

MUSWELLBROOK

DENMAN

SINGLETON

Lake Glenbawn
Water Supply Reserve

Ravensworth
State Forest

Lake
Glenbawn

Lake
Liddell

LIDDELL
ASH DAM

Bayswater-Liddell
Freshwater

Dam

Plashett
Reservoir

UPPER HUNTER
SHIRE COUNCIL

MUSWELLBROOK
SHIRE COUNCIL

SINGLETON
COUNCIL

ASHTON

BENGALLA

GLENDELL

HUNTER VALLEY
OPERATIONS

SOUTH

RIX'S CREEK
NORTH

INTEGRA

LIDDELL

MANGOOLA

MT ARTHUR

MOUNT OWEN

MUSWELLBROOK

RAVENSWORTH
EAST

RAVENSWORTH
OPERATIONS

RAVENSWORTH UG

RIX'S CREEK

WAMBO

WARKWORTH

Glennies

PA
GESWybong

Saddl ers Creek

Pa
rn

ell
s Creek

Rouchel Brook

Kingdon
Ponds

W
ollombi

RIVER

RIVER

NEW
EN GL AND

HIGHWAY

Appletree
Aboriginal Area

Manobalai
Nature Reserve

Scone Mountain
National Park

Wollemi National Park

Wollemi National Park

Woolooma
National Park

BULGA

BALLOON
LOOP

RAILWAY

MUSW
ELL

BROOK 

SPUR HILL

275000

27
50

00

300000

30
00

00

325000

32
50

00

6400000 6400000

6425000 6425000

6450000 6450000

Regional Location

Figure 1

SH
M-

20
-0

4 M
OD

 An
tie

ne
_R

ep
ort

_2
01

A

0 10

Kilometres

±
GDA 1994 MGA Zone 56

!

!

!

!

ANTIENE
RAIL SPUR

!

SYDNEY

NEW  SOUTH  WALES

QUEENSLAND

VICTORIA

ACT

NEWCASTLE

MUSWELLBROOK

SINGLETON AN T I E N E  R A I L  S P U R  M O D I F I C A T I O N

LEGEND
B Mining Operation
B Proposed Mining Operation

Railway
Local Government Boundary
State Forest
National Parks and Wildlife Service Estate
Mining and Coal Lease Boundary
Indicative Extent of Underground Development

Source: NSW Spatial Services (2023)



Benefits of the Modification
The Modification would provide the following benefits:

• Extend the operation of the Antiene Rail Spur to align 
with the approved operating life of the Maxwell Project 
(i.e. until 2047);

• Deliver significant local, regional and State economic 
benefits through subsequent mining royalties and 
taxes, with the Maxwell Mine expected to generate 
approximately $955 million in royalties and a total net 
benefit to the NSW economy of over $1 billion;

• Allow the Hunter region to maintain existing freight 
transport networks that would minimise negative impacts 
of freight movements on urban amenity, in accordance 
with the Hunter Regional Plan 2041; 

• Continue to provide efficient access of coal to national 
and international markets; and

• Facilitate local and regional employment, including 
more than 250 construction jobs and more than 400 
operational jobs at the Maxwell Mine.

The Antiene Rail Spur Modification would allow the full 
benefits of the Maxwell Mine for the community and 
local governments to be properly realised, within the 
environmental conditions and performance measures  
of the existing development consent.

Assessment of impacts
Maxwell has undertaken a review of the potential 
environmental impacts of the Modification to identify key 
potential environmental issues requiring assessment.

Potential environmental impacts associated with the 
continued use of the Antiene Rail Spur for the Maxwell Mine 
were assessed in the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
for the Maxwell Mine. Accordingly, no new technical studies 
are considered to be required for the Modification. Details of 
the assessments undertaken can be found in the Maxwell 
Mine EIS here www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-
projects/projects/maxwell-underground-coal-mine-project.

The environmental impacts of the Modification will be 
managed through the continuation of existing mitigation 
measures and management plans.

Providing feedback on the 
Modification
A copy of the proposed Modification is available on the 
NSW Department of Planning and Environment’s website 
www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/
modification-1-extension-antiene-rail-spur-development. 
Public consultation on the Modification will be from Thursday 
29 June until Wednesday 12 July.

Email: info@malabarresources.com.au      Phone: 1800 653 960      Web: malabarresources.com.au

https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/maxwell-underground-coal-mine-project
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/maxwell-underground-coal-mine-project
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/maxwell-underground-coal-mine-project
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/maxwell-underground-coal-mine-project
https://malabarresources.com.au/

